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OPINION 
 
The crisis of forensic science or new milestones of its development in conditions of 
threats and challenges of the present time? 
Ramil R. Rakhmatullin – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Criminal Procedure and Criminalistics at Kazan (Volga Region) Federal 
University. 
Currently, the activities of the investigator in the detection and investigation of crimes require 
re-thinking in accordance with the changed conditions of his/her work. In conditions when 
there is a decrease in the demand for developments in the forensic science in the day-to-day 
practical activities of law enforcement officers, the forensic research community needs to 
reconsider some of the old theoretical provisions of forensic science, with account taken of the 
needs of modern practice. In modern conditions, there is a process of differentiation of 
knowledge of forensic science, which is often singled out as independent areas of scientific 
knowledge. In this situation, it is necessary to pay more attention to the integration of 
scientific knowledge, which was always characteristic of forensic science. At the same time, 
forensic scientists need to pay special attention to fundamental scientific research. 
Keywords: detection and investigation of crimes; threats and challenges of the present time; 
differentiation of knowledge in forensic science. 
 
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 
 
Specific features of institution of criminal case and circumstances to be substantiated in 
cases on robbery and burglary 
Amina T. Anesheva – PhD in Law, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Criminalistics at 
Omsk Academy of the MIA of Russia. 
Leyla Yu. Aksenova – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics 
at Omsk Academy of the MIA of Russia. 
Oksana N. Rasschchupkina – PhD in Law, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Criminal 
Law at Omsk Academy of the MIA of Russia. 
On the basis of the analysis of the current legislation, special literature and law enforcement 
practice, the article consider the specific features of the decision to institute criminal 
proceedings on robbery and burglary, as well as a list is given of the circumstances to be 
determined. 
Keywords: robbery; burglary; subject of proving; circumstances to be determined in the case; 
institute of criminal proceedings. 
 
Toward the problem of forming evidence assessment criteria in judicial practice 
Aleksey Yu. Astafev – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal 
Procedure at Voronezh State University. 
The article considers the problem of foundedness of sentences. On the basis of the analysis of 
court decisions, conclusions are drawn about the existence of certain criteria for assessing 
evidence, certain established standards of proof. According to the author, negative tendencies 
in law enforcement are conditioned by professional attitudes of judges, which causes, in the 
final analysis, cognitive distortions in the activity of the judge as a subject of proving. 
Keywords: assessment of evidence; inner conviction; foundedness of sentence. 
 



Problems of protection of the rights of the victims in case of conclusion and 
implementation of the plea agreement 
Kamil F. Bagautdinov – Head of Aznakaevsky Investigative Department of the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation for the Republic of Tatarstan. 
The rules of Chapter 40.1 of the Criminal Procedural Code of the Russian Federation do not 
provide for participation of the victim in the procedure for concluding a plea agreement and 
do not make the possibility itself to implement such agreement in the criminal case dependent 
on his/her will or to impose milder punishment to persons who assist the investigation. On the 
basis of the analysis of suggestions from scientists and the investigative and judicial practice, 
the article considers topical issues of protecting the rights and legitimate interests of the victim 
in a criminal case on which a plea agreement is concluded. Proposals on improving legislation 
and law enforcement practice are formulated 
Keywords: plea agreement; rights of victim; civil lawsuit in criminal proceedings; special 
procedure for judicial proceedings; imposition of punishment. 
 
Court of jury: to what degree is the result predictable? 
Nikita A. Kolokolov – Doctor of Laws, Professor of the Department of Criminal Law 
Disciplines at Moscow Pedagogical State University. 
The court of jury is an international social and legal phenomenon. The foregoing directly 
means that many of its properties, like those of democracy in general, have not perceived to 
this day. Like everything mysterious, a court of jury delights the optimists but depresses the 
pessimists. The lack of clarity about the characteristics of the court of jury explains the 
mistakes made by law enforcement officials in cases brought to trial by the people. The reader 
is offered an analysis of some typical mistakes made by investigators, prosecutors and judges, 
which were revealed in the appellate instance. 
Keywords: court of jury; specific features of the formation of the subject of proving in cases to 
be considered by the court of jury; specific features of proving in the court of jury; technical 
mistakes made by the participants in the trial on cases that are subject to the court of jurors. 
 
Reflections on human rights in the criminal procedure of Russia 
Oksana V. Korneluk – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal Law 
and Procedure at the Bashkir State University Institute of Law. 
The article considers the concept and essence of the rights of participants in criminal 
proceedings. Methodological and historical patterns of the development of the idea of human 
rights in Western European and domestic law doctrines are identified. The author makes an 
attempt at philosophical comprehension of the essence of human rights, at finding a 
compromise between conflicting interests in criminal proceedings. 
Keywords: rights and legitimate interests; the natural legal Western doctrine of human rights; 
domestic legal idea. 
  
Record-keeping of investigation action 
Elena A. Kremneva – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal Law, 
Criminal Procedure and Criminalistics at Lipetsk branch of the Russian Academy of National 
Economy and Public Administration under the President of the Russian Federation. 
Sergey N. Khoryakov – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal 
Law, Criminal Procedure and Criminalistics at Lipetsk branch of the Russian Academy of 
National Economy and Public Administration under the President of the Russian Federation. 
The article investigates the inconsistencies of the real content of the protocols of investigative 
actions with the provisions of Article 166 of the Criminal Procedural Code of the Russian 
Federation. Important issues are considered that relate to the fixation of the course of 
investigative actions in connection with the prevalence of digital technologies. The structure 
and essence of the protocol of the investigative action is studied in detail, the existing 



problems are considered. Interest is focused on the acquisition of the feature of invariability 
by the protocol of the investigative action and on the inadmissibility of making modifications 
to it. On the basis of the analysis of the possibilities of the current technical means, the authors 
propose to change the ratio between the evidentiary significance of the record of the 
investigative action and its protocol. The requirements to this act are analyzed. 
Keywords: protocols of investigative actions; technical means of fixation; criminal 
proceedings. 
 
Action by the prosecutor in the investigation of the opinions of experts in the court of 
appeal instance 
Elena V. Pavlova – PhD Candidate at the Academy of the Prosecutor General’s Office of the 
Russian Federation, Deputy Head of the Criminal Judicial Administration – Head of Public 
Prosecutions Department at the Prosecutor’s Office of Moscow Region. 
The article considers a number of issues associated with the preparation of the prosecutor to 
participation in the examination of expert opinions in the court of appeal, as well as with 
his/her direct participation in this procedure. The results of the study conducted by the author 
testify to the wide dissemination of the facts of appealing against the sentences of the courts of 
first instance in connection with violations of the law in the presentation of the expert opinions 
obtained in pre-trial proceedings and examination of these opinions in the judicial 
investigation. This often entails the cancellation or modification of the appealed judgment. At 
the same time, there are facts of abuse of the right to appeal judicial decisions on the said 
grounds. Therefore, the preparation of the prosecutor to participation in the appellate process, 
where these issues will be considered, is of great importance. The examples cited in the article 
show that a thorough analysis, by the prosecutor, of the expert opinion and all the 
circumstances of its receipt helps him/her to take an objective position and to assist the court 
of appeal in issuing a lawful and informed decision. 
Keywords: public prosecutor; expert opinion; court; appellate complaint; appellate procedure; 
judicial investigation; study of the expert opinion. 
 
Toward the discussion on the proving significance of the protocol of the judicial session 
Aleksandr V. Pobedkin – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Professor in the Department of 
Management of Crime Investigation Bodies and Units at the Academy of Management of the 
MIA of Russia. 
The article considers the proving significance of the protocol of the court session from the 
positions of the provisions of the theory of proving and the evidence law on the court as the 
subject of collecting evidence. A conclusion is drawn, according to which the court cannot but 
collect evidence, even that which is presented to it by the parties. In this connection, the 
protocol of the court session is an obligatory form of fixation of the evidence collected by the 
court during the judicial proceedings, without which any legality of the verdict is reasonably 
doubtful. 
Keywords: protocol of the court session; admissibility of evidence; collection of evidence; 
subjects of proving. 
 
Use of special knowledge in the field of law in criminal proceedings: problems and 
possible ways of their solution 
Valery I. Sankov – PhD in Law, Deputy Director of the Institute of Forensic Science at 
Moscow Academy of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation. 
Viktor A. Perederiy – Leading Researcher in the Department of the Technical and 
Criminalistics support of Crimes Investigation of the Institute of Forensic Science at Moscow 
Academy of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation. 
The article deals with issues related to commissioning and conducting legal expert reviews 
during the preliminary investigation in criminal cases. Different points of view on this issue 



are analyzed. The authors specify a number of problematic issues that require solution for this 
category of expert review. The authors come to the conclusion that it is impossible at present 
to consider the opinion of a legal expert review as fully meeting the requirements of 
acceptable evidence in a criminal case, at the same time, the authors suggest alternative 
options for using legal knowledge in criminal proceedings. 
Keywords: special knowledge, legal expert review; expert; criminal proceedings; preliminary 
investigation. 
 
Participation of the prosecutor in formulation of the accusation on the pre-trial 
proceedings 
Aleksandr V. Spirin – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal 
Procedure at Ural Law Institute of the MIA of Russia. 
The article is devoted to the issues of participation of the prosecutor in the formulation of the 
accusation in the pre-trial proceedings. The prosecutor, as a participant in criminal 
proceedings on the part of the prosecution, does not currently have a full-fledged opportunity 
to influence the process of formulating accusation during the preliminary investigation. 
According to the author, such situation does not meet the essence of the criminal procedural 
status of the prosecutor, who is vested with a function to prosecute on behalf of the state. The 
article proposes a number of changes to be made to the Criminal Procedural Code of the 
Russian Federation, which will help to solve the indicated problem. 
Keywords: accusation; formulation of accusation; criminal prosecution; the prosecution; the 
prosecutor; indictment. 
 
Problematic aspects of conducting urgent investigative actions 
Vladimir Yu. Stelmakh – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Professor in the Department of 
Criminal Procedure at Ural Law Institute of the MIA of Russia. 
The article analyzes the problematic aspects of urgent investigative actions as a specific form 
of criminal procedural activities. The purpose of the study is to formulate proposals for 
improving the regulatory structure of investigative actions. The purpose of the scientific work 
are: to analyze the content of urgent investigative actions as a type of criminal procedural 
activity, to identify gaps and inaccuracies in their legal regulation, to suggest optimal action 
plans for the implementation of the rules of the criminal procedure law. As a result of the 
study made, the author comes to the conclusion that the name «urgent investigative actions» 
does not accurately reflect the nature of the activity being analyzed and should be change to 
«urgent investigation». The interrogating officer, rather than the body of inquiry only, can be 
the subject of conduct of urgent investigative actions. The possibility of carrying out urgent 
investigative actions extends to cases of detection of crimes that are under investigative 
jurisdiction of neither the inquiry bodies nor preliminary investigation bodies. 
Keywords: criminal judicial proceedings; preliminary investigation; urgent investigative 
actions; inquiry bodies. 
 
Assurance of some rights of the victim at the stage of preparation of the criminal case to 
judicial proceedings 
Alla V. Chukhlib – PhD Student in the Department of Criminal Procedure at Kuban state 
University. 
The article deals with the main problems of the law enforcement mechanism at the stage of 
preparation of the court session, which include the absence of direct legislative framework for 
the content of individual rights of the victim and the means for their implementation. The 
declarative nature of certain provisions of the Criminal Procedural Code of the Russian 
Federation and the need for their improvement are noted. 
Keywords: criminal proceedings; stage of preparation for the court session; preliminary 
hearing; assurance of the rights of the victim. 



CRIMINALISTICS 
 
Specific features of forensic characterization of corruption crimes 
Ruslan I. Bardachevsky – Investigator for particularly important cases of the second division 
for investigation of especially important cases at Investigative department of Investigative 
Committee of Russian Federation for the Republic of Bashkortostan. 
The author describes and analyzes in this article the elements that make up the forensic 
characterization of corruption crimes. 
Keywords: corruption; corruption crimes; forensic characterization of the crime; investigation 
of corruption. 
 
Checking a crime report as a tactical operation 
Sergey V. Barinov – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Humanitarian 
and Socio-Economic Disciplines at Syzran Branch of the Air Force Academy named after 
N.E. Zhukovsky and Y.A. Gagarin. 
In connection with changes in the criminal procedural rules aimed at expanding the list of 
activities that are permissible prior to the institution of a criminal case, the author justifies the 
need to review such signs of the forensic category of «tactical operation» as its 
implementation in the course of investigation and under the guidance of the investigator. 
Taking into account the analysis, the author's definition of the «tactical operation» is 
proposed. The system of coordinated and interconnected verification actions is proposed to 
consider as a special tactical operation of «Verification of the crime report», which is 
recommended to be carried out in a situation where the crime report does not contain enough 
data indicating the signs of a crime, and where their establishment requires an integrated 
approach, planning and involvement of additional personnel and resources. Elements of the 
structure of such operation are described. The views of the proceduralists regarding the 
expansion of the arsenal of verification measures are considered. 
Keywords: preliminary verification; verification measures; tactical operation. 
  
Target-setting within the structure of forensic thinking 
Dmitry V. Bakhteev – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics 
at Ural State Law University. 
The article examines the targets and the process of their setting in the process of detection and 
investigation of crimes. The ratio between target-setting and planning in the course of the 
investigation is analyzed. The author considers the system of the main targets of the 
investigation, the stages of identification of the targets and the main characteristics of the 
target-setting process. The characteristics are given for the basic mechanisms of thinking of 
the investigator which participate in the process of target-setting. 
Keywords: target-setting; target identification; investigation planning; forensic thinking. 
 
Subjects, objects and objectives of research of consumer goods 
Olga B. Dronova – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Professor in the Department of 
Forensic Technology of the Academic and Scientific Complex of Expert Criminalistic 
Activity. 
The theoretical and practical foundations of research of consumer goods are considered in the 
article. The concepts of the subject and objects of research are formulated, taking into account 
the possible problems to be solved during the study of consumer goods that do not correspond 
to the requirements set. 
Keywords: research; consumer goods; legal and technical properties. 
 
 



On the possibilities of using the forensic recommendations by the prosecutor during 
administrative investigations 
Vyacheslav N. Isaenko – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Professor in the Department of Judicial, 
Prosecutorial, Investigative Activities at Kutafin Moscow State Law University. 
The article discusses the use of forensic recommendations by prosecutors in the course of 
administrative investigations. The author expresses the opinion that such activity should be 
carried out using the appropriate methodology. As such, the author considers the optimal set 
of administrative and procedural actions carried out with the purpose of revealing and proving 
the circumstances of the composition of some or other administrative offense, identification 
and exposure of the person who committed it. This methodology differs from the forensic 
methodology of investigating crimes, despite their dependence on the subject of proving. At 
the same time, they have common components. An opinion is expressed about the advisability 
of developing special methodologies for administrative investigations with certain use, as their 
basis, of special forensic methods of investigating crimes whose elements have been 
decriminalized and transferred to the category of administrative offenses. 
Keywords: public prosecutor; administrative investigation; forensic recommendations; 
methodology of administrative investigations; administrative prosecution. 
 
Algorithmic approach to the analysis of the forensic methodology of activities to support 
the public prosecution 
Sergey L. Kislenko – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics at 
Saratov State Law Academy. 
The article deals with the theoretical issues of the formation of the forensic methodology for 
supporting public prosecution. The author's vision of the process of building its content is 
given. The author substantiates the necessity of using an algorithmic approach in this process. 
The connection of categories of «situation», «solution», and «algorithm» is analyzed. The 
issues of adaptation of forensic methods to typical situations of supporting public prosecution 
are considered. 
Keywords: support of public prosecution, forensic methodology, methodology of supporting 
public prosecution, forensic situation, solution, algorithm, adaptation process. 
  
«Digital» forensic science is a long-pending problem 
Igor M. Komarov – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Professor in the Department of Criminalistics 
at Lomonosov Moscow State University. 
The author examines the topical issues associated with forensic education in the Russian 
higher school, in particular, the need to study special issues related to the relevant topic – 
«computer forensic science», without which practical law enforcement activities under current 
conditions cannot be effectively implemented; and solutions are suggested. 
Keywords: forensic science; forensic education; computer forensic science; «digital» forensic 
science. 
 
Specific features of localization of the traces of economic crimes committed by means of 
computer equipment and modern information technologies 
Vyacheslav V. Morozov – PhD Student at Nizhny Novgorod Academy of the MIA of Russia. 
This article analyzes the trace picture of economic crimes committed by means of computer 
equipment and modern information technologies, on the basis of the specific features of its 
localization. The author draws attention to the fact that traditional material and ideal traces are 
atypical for the crimes under analysis, since the trace pattern is mainly represented in the form 
of computer forensic traces. The latter are, in their own turn, very different in terms of the 
place of display – in machine facilities or other memory devices. 
Keywords: trace pattern; economic crimes; computer-technical traces; computer technology; 
Information Technology; machine carriers; memory devices. 



On some ambiguous terms in forensic science 
Gennady N. Mukhin – Doctor of Laws, Professor in the Department of State and Legal 
Disciplines at the Belarus State Economic University. 
Dmitry V. Isyutin-Fedotkov – Doctor of Philosophy, PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Head 
of the Legal Department at Limited Liability Company «LigaHolding». 
Some debatable concepts used in forensic science are considered. The authors identify those 
of them whose controversy is objective, and those whose controversy is artificial. The ways of 
eliminating unnecessary controversy are indicated and the obvious content of every concept. 
The authors note that no ambiguous understanding of key terms and their concepts is allowed 
in the natural, exact and technical sciences. The controversy of certain forensic terms and 
concepts is perceived as a normal phenomenon. It should be noted the artificial controversy of 
certain terms of forensic science. Some of the concepts require the application of the rule of 
dialogue communication, i.e. each side of the discussion should make up its mind and 
accurately explain what it understands under this or that concept. 
Keywords: forensic science; debatable terms; definitions; concepts; forensic characterization 
of crimes; detection; investigation; simulation. 
 
Specific features of investigation of atmospheric pollution (Article 251 of the Criminal 
Code of the Russian Federation) 
Stanislav L. Nudel – Doctor of Laws, Associate Professor, Leading Researcher at the All-
Russian Research Institute of the MIA of Russia. 
The author of the article examines the issues of investigation of atmospheric pollution. In 
particular, the article describes in detail the specific features of the institution of criminal cases 
under Article 251 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, and the specific features of 
conduct of individual investigative actions in cases of this category. Particular attention is paid 
by the article to solving problems associated with the commissioning of forensic expert 
reviews and calculation of the amount of damage caused by atmospheric pollution. 
Keywords: protection of atmospheric air; investigation; air pollution. 
  
Specific features of setting out and verifying forensic versions in case of investigation of 
road traffic crimes 
Levon V. Pinchuk – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Associate Professor in the Department 
of Criminalistics at Ryazan branch of Moscow University of the MIA of Russia named after 
V.J. Kikot. 
The article deals with the concept and significance of forensic versions, taking into account 
the specific features of the investigation of road traffic crimes. The author analyzes the 
definitions of forensic versions, suggests the areas for use of versions by the investigator, in 
the perception of a road traffic crime, and identifies the stages of activities of the investigator 
in setting out and verifying forensic versions. 
Keywords: investigation of road traffic crimes; forensic version; plan of investigation. 
 
Forensic characteristization of crime: a developed category or a scientific abstraction 
Denis N. Sretentsev – PhD in Law, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Criminalistics and 
Preliminary Investigation at Orel Law Institute of the MIA of Russia named after V.V. 
Lukyanov. 
Natalia A. Malysheva – Cadet of Group 401 of Investigators Training Faculty at Orel Law 
Institute of the MIA of Russia named after V.V. Lukyanov. 
The article examines the viewpoints of various authors regarding the forensic characterization 
of the crime. Some shortcomings in the design of this scientific category are revealed, ways of 
objectifying the forensic characterization of the crime are suggested, since a competent 
analysis of its elements and clear understanding of their correlation will in many ways 
facilitate the investigation of crimes of various kinds. 



Keywords: forensic science; forensic methodology; forensic characterization of crime; 
investigation of crimes; scientific category. 
 
Forensic methodology: concept, content, problems and the ways to solve them 
Aleksandr M. Khlus – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics 
at Belarusian State University. 
The article deals with the problems of forensic methodology, whose system of knowledge 
needs optimization. At the present time, forensic methodology is a poorly efficient theoretical 
system that does not provide effectiveness in the investigation of crimes. Investigation of the 
existing problems allows the author to conclude that it is possible to increase the effectiveness 
of special investigation techniques on the basis of a new information model of crimes. The 
analysis made of the forensic characterization shows a difference in the understanding of its 
structural elements. With account taken of the diverse views on the category of «forensic 
characterization of crimes», the author suggests to implement another path to the perception of 
criminal actions when developing a theoretical part of the special investigation methodology. 
The said path assumes the identification and examination of material structural elements 
within the system of crimes. In the author's opinion, it is expedient to study these elements 
with account taken of the provisions of forensic characterization of this crime, developed and 
uniformly understood. Formation of an effective special methodology of investigation is 
possible provided a combination of conceptual provisions of the forensic characterization and 
the material structure of crimes. 
Keywords: forensic methodology; special methodology of investigation; forensic 
characterization of crimes; forensic (material) structure of crimes. 
 
Concept and content of tactical and forensic support of investigation of crimes associated 
with controlled agents and substances 
Lyubov E. Chistova – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics 
at Moscow University of the MIA of Russia named after V.Ya. Kikot. 
The article deals with issues associated with tactical and forensic support for the investigation 
of illicit trafficking in controlled agents and substances; the opinions of various forensic 
scientists about this forensic category are analyzed; the author's definition of the concept and 
content of the support in question is given; the author's position on the use of tactical methods, 
methods and means in the investigation of crimes is substantiated. 
Keywords: controlled agents and substances; tactical and forensic support; investigation of 
crimes; tactical technique; tactical combination; tactical objective; tactical solution; tactical 
risk. 
 
FORENSIC EXAMINATION 
 
Judicial expert review of speech activity: on the emerging vectors of development 
Tatyana V. Bogdanova – PhD in Philology, Associate Professor in the Department of 
Psychology at Smolensk State University. 
The author has analyzed a number of recent publications on the theory and practice of forensic 
expert review of products of speech activity and, on this basis, two vectors of development 
proposed by specialists for these kinds of expert reviews have been singled out. The first 
approach, which pointedly methodological and which represented mainly by government 
experts, tends toward algorithmization, the development of special methodologies, the 
typification of techniques, strict adherence to the expert review classifier and the distribution 
of expert roles within comprehensive expert reviews. The second approach, which is carried 
out mostly by university scientists, is represented by research on specific issues in which the 
expert specializes. This approach can be characterized by an individual approach to each 
expert task, by the search for methods and methodologies that exist in the relevant scientific 



area and are applicable to solving this particular, legally significant, issue, and by their 
original use. The article attempts to identify the advantages and problematic zones for each of 
the identified areas. 
Keywords: judicial expert review of speech activity; vectors of development; advantages and 
problematic areas of approaches. 
  
About integrated research of materials or objects with images of pornographic character 
Nikolay N. Ilyin – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics at the 
Academy of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation. 
The article is devoted to an integrated approach to solving the problem of forensic research of 
materials or objects with images of pornographic character. The article considers theoretical 
and practical aspects of the use of special knowledge in the investigation of crimes envisaged 
by Article 242 and Article 242.1 of the Criminal Code of Russia. On the basis of expert-, 
investigative and judicial practice, a conclusion is drawn on the need to develop a 
methodology for expert study of images of pornographic character on the basis of the 
integrated use of special knowledge in the area of art, psychology, sexology, and forensic 
medicine. Along with this, the author notes that art experts are able to examine the object 
submitted for expert review only from the point of view of history and theory of art, categories 
of aesthetics, artistic images, specific features and qualities. 
Keywords: integrated approach; pornographic images; crimes in respect of minors; the 
Internet; forensic art expert review. 
 
Relevant problems of scientific and methodological support of forensic investigation of 
welding apparatuses and traces of their application 
Igor V. Latyshov – Doctor of Laws, Associate Professor, Professor in the Department of 
Forensic Examinations and Research at St. Petersburg University of the MIA of Russia. 
Andrey I. Popov – Lecturer in the Department of Traceology and Ballistics of Training and 
Scientific Complex of Expert Forensic Activity at Volgograd Academy of the MIA of Russia. 
Dmitry S. Korovkin – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Head of the Department of Forensic 
Examinations and Research at St. Petersburg University of the MIA of Russia. 
As a result of the analysis of forensic literature, statistical data, materials of investigative and 
expert practice, the article substantiates the need to develop scientific and applied foundations 
of forensic study of welding apparatuses and traces of their application. The authors propose 
an approach to the forensic and judicial expert review of welding apparatuses not only as a 
means of destroying obstacles (walls and gates of metal garages, etc.) during the commission 
of a crime, but also a tool for carrying out illegal tie-ins into pipes of oil pipelines, home-
based production of firearms, explosive devices, concealment of traces of other crimes by 
means of welding operations. The authors single out the issues of improving the scientific and 
methodological support of forensic research of welding apparatuses and traces of their 
application, whose implementation will increase the efficiency of detection and investigation 
of crimes. 
Keywords: judicial expert review; welding apparatuses; welded seam; illegal tie-in into the 
pipeline; firearms; home-made explosive device. 
 
Issues of ethics in the activity of a judicial expert 
Alla V. Khmeleva – PhD in Law, Director of the Institute of Forensic Science at Moscow 
Academy of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation. 
The article considers the importance of ethical principles in the activity of a forensic expert, 
moral and ethical principles of official and everyday behavior of a forensic expert, their 
determinative role in solving specific expert tasks, including those in the area of professional 
communication. The author concludes that the moral direction of the expert's activities 
underlies many of the decisions he/she makes and is especially important in situations of 



choice and discretion; the author supports a proposal on the need to develop a Code of Ethics 
for a forensic expert. 
Keywords: forensic expert; moral and ethical principles; forensic expert activity; ethical and 
moral foundations of the activity of the forensic expert 
  
Change of the trace-sensitive surface for the collection and identification of fingerprints 
by means of the calorimetric method for detection of explosive substances: U.S. 
experience 
Artur G. Kholevchuk – PhD in Law, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Humanitarian 
Disciplines at Kuban State University (Novorossiysk branch). 
Olga S. Popova – 2nd-year Student of the Law Faculty at Kuban State University 
(Novorossiysk branch). 
The article analyzes the proposals of the American researchers concerning certain aspects of 
the application of physico-chemical methods for the purpose of identifying an explosive in the 
process of fingerprint research. The authors assert that the proposed technique helps the expert 
to establish a contact interaction of the fingers with the corresponding substances whose 
circulation is banned. 
Keywords: judicial expert review; dactyloscopy; identification of prints; urea nitrate; 
calorimetry. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 
 
Investigation of crimes of past years as implementation of principles of legality and 
justice in the activities of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation 
Anatoliy M. Bagmet – PhD in Law, Acting Rector at Moscow Academy of the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation. 
Alla V. Khmeleva – PhD in Law, Director of the Institute of Forensic Science at Moscow 
Academy of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation. 
The article deals with issues of the investigation of crimes of past years – the priority area of 
the activities of the Investigative Committee of Russia. The authors analyze organization of 
this activity and its main areas; statistical data and examples of investigative practice are 
given. The authors conclude that the multifaceted activities of the Investigative Committee of 
Russia in the investigation of crimes that have been unsolved before is an important factor 
ensuring the implementation of the principle of the inevitability of punishment. 
Keywords: crimes of past years; investigator of the Investigative Committee of Russia; trace 
library; database of genotypes of persons; investigative practice. 
 
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW AND JUSTICE 
 
Toward the issue of types of evidence collected upon the request for legal assistance 
Elena K. Antonovich – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal 
Procedural Law at Kutafin Moscow State Law University. 
At the present time, there are no unified approaches to understanding the types of evidence 
obtained on the basis of requests for legal assistance in criminal cases. A particular difficulty 
arises in case of the study of evidence containing verbal information. In this connection, there 
is the need for a detailed analysis of the practice and legal rules governing the procedure for 
obtaining and using such evidence. As for the identification of the particular type of proof, it 
matters not because one of them is more reliable than the other. This guarantees the 
observance of the rights of participants in criminal proceedings and becomes particularly 
important when assessing evidence in terms of its admissibility and reliability. The research 
presented can be used in the process of preparing and sending requests in criminal cases, as 
well as in the evaluation of such evidence. 



Keywords: international legal assistance; request for legal assistance; international treaties; 
decisions in criminal proceedings. 
 
Transfer of proceedings in criminal matters and recognition of foreign procedural 
decisions in Russian criminal proceedings 
Pyotr A. Litvishko – PhD in Law, Deputy Head of the Department of International 
Cooperation of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation – Head of the Division 
of International Relations. 
The article considers the ways of ensuring inevitability of punishment for fugitives from 
justice fleeing abroad, complex issues of transfer and acceptance of criminal proceedings. It 
analyzes recognition of legal effect of final and provisional foreign decisions in criminal 
cases, as well as effect of non bis in idem with regard to these decisions. The author gives his 
interpretation of the scope of and procedure for recognizing res judicata effect of foreign 
procedural decisions at pre-trial and trial stages of Russian criminal proceedings. 
Keywords: international legal cooperation in criminal matters; international search; transfer of 
criminal proceedings; recognition of foreign decision; res judicata; non bis in idem. 
 
Legal framework for countering the funding of terrorism and legalization of revenues 
received illegally in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and its member states 
Yulia S. Nepomnyashchikh – PhD Student at Moscow State Institute of International 
Relations (University) of the MFA of Russia. 
The article deals with the issues of legal regulation of counteraction to money laundering and 
terrorism financing at the regional level – through the example of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and in the national legislation of the SCO member states. The author focuses on 
the compliance of the national laws of the SCO member states with the recommendations of 
FATF. 
Keywords: legalization (laundering) of criminal proceeds; financing of terrorism; Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization. 
 
Collection of evidence in criminal cases in the territory of foreign states upon the request 
of the Russian Federation 
Zaurby A. Tlekhuch – 2nd-year PhD Student at the Academy of the Prosecutor General’s 
Office of the Russian Federation. 
The article deals with the problems of the legal regulation and the implementation of the 
procedure for collecting evidence in the territory of foreign states within the framework of 
legal assistance in criminal cases. The issues of legal definition of the concept of «electronic 
evidence» in national legislation, as well as the procedure for its collection in the territory of 
foreign states, are specifically studied. Suggestions are made to introduce amendments and 
additions to the provisions of the Criminal Procedural Code of the Russian Federation 
concerning the procedure for collecting evidence in the territory of foreign states for the 
purpose of preventing the possibility of its loss. 
Keywords: international treaty; evidence; investigative actions; legal assistance; request for 
legal assistance. 
 
COMPARATIVE LAW 
 
Circulation of crypto currency in the European Union: on the threshold of legal 
regulation 
Vera A. Alizаde – Lecturer in the Department of Theory of Law and Comparative Law at 
Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of Russia. 
The article considers the prerequisites for the formation of the legal regulation of the 
circulation of the crypto currency in the European Union for the purposes of countering 



money laundering and the financing of terrorism. The author describes the approaches to the 
definition of virtual (digital) currency by various EU institutions, gives the main 
organizational and analytical documents on this issue, and examines the current status of the 
legislative process on the formation of a legal framework aimed at countering money 
laundering and the financing of terrorism by means of the crypto currency according to EU 
law. 
Keywords: virtual (digital) currency; crypto currency; bitcoin; legal regulation of crypto 
currencies; blockchain; crypto currency wallets; taxation of crypto currency; European Union; 
European Central Bank; Court of the European Union; European Parliament; European 
Council; EU directives. 
 
Definition of «proving» in the criminal procedural law of the Russian Federation and 
former soviet union states 
Aleksey P. Popov – Doctor of Laws, Associate Professor, Professor in the Department of 
Plekhanov Russian University of Economics (Pyatigorsk branch). 
Igor A. Zinchenko – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Legal 
Disciplines at the Kaliningrad branch of the International University (in Moscow). 
In the theory of the criminal procedure, there is an increasing interest in the problems of 
proving and its legal regulation. At the same time, there are a lot of controversial and even 
paradoxical judgments expressed in the special literature concerning, in particular, the very 
notion of «proving». The article attempts to analyze the development of this definition in the 
criminal procedural codes of the former Soviet Union states, which are of undoubted interest 
to Russian jurisprudence. The authors conclude that the tradition of fixing definitional 
provisions in the legislation, which tradition has been developed for several decades, can be 
changed, since they do not perform their proper functions in the mechanism of legal 
regulation. As for refinement of the content of the definition of «proving» should become the 
lot of the theory of criminal procedure and forensic science. 
Keywords: comparative law; evidence law; criminal procedural proving. 
 
FROM LEGAL SCIENCE TO PRACTICE 
 
Typical investigative situations at the initial stage of investigation of robbery committed 
in credit organizations and trading organizations 
Leyla Yu. Aksenova – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics 
at Omsk Academy of the MIA of Russia. 
The article deals with the classification of typical investigative situations on the basis of the 
most informative criteria regarding the fullness of the algorithm for investigating the initial 
stage of investigation of robberies committed in credit organizations and trade organizations. 
With reference to the investigative situations identified, the author presents an algorithm of 
investigative actions at the initial stage of the investigation. 
Keywords: initial stage of investigation; robbery; credit organizations and trade organizations; 
typical investigative situations. 
 
On some specific features of using forensic knowledge about speech skills as sources of 
information in the law enforcement activity of commercial organizations 
Olga I. Antonova – PhD Candidate at Lomonosov Moscow State University. 
On the basis of the study of practice of law enforcement in commercial organizations, the 
author of the article analyzes the specific features of the application and use of forensic 
knowledge of speech skills. 
Keywords: forensic knowledge; law enforcement; speech skills. 
  
 



Specific features of procedural verification of reports on bank crimes 
Stanislav V. Bazhanov – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Leading Researcher of problems 
prosecutorial oversight and the rule of law in  the economic sphere at the Research Institute of 
the Academy of the Prosecutor General’s Office of the Russian Federation. 
This article examines the specific features of procedural verification of reports on bank crimes 
associated with the illegal siphoning bank assets abroad. 
Keywords: bank, credit organization, accounting, registration, crime, preliminary investigative 
bodies, procedural verification. 
  
On central bodies for international cooperation in the area of criminal proceedings: the 
european aspect 
Matvey K. Tatarinov – Student at Moscow State Institute of International Relations 
(University) of the MFA of Russia. 
Aleksandr G. Volevodz – Doctor of Laws, Head of the Department of Criminal Law, 
Criminal Procedure and Criminalistics, Deputy Dean for Science of the International Law 
Faculty at Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of 
Russia. 
One of the rules to be observed when organizing international cooperation in the field of 
criminal proceedings is mandatory compliance with the procedure for communication when 
directing and executing requests (pleas) for legal assistance. The article presents the results of 
the generalization of information on central bodies designated by the member states of the 
conventions concluded by European countries, which are the main links of inter-state 
communications in the criminal procedure. 
Keywords: international treaties; international cooperation in the area of criminal proceedings; 
procedure for relationships; Council of Europe; central authorities. 
  
On certain problematic issues of classification of special types of fraud 
Victor A. Shestak – Doctor of Laws, Associate Professor, Professor in the Department of 
Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure and Criminalistics at Moscow State Institute (University) 
of International Relations of the MFA of Russia. 
The author considers issues of the current judicial practice associated with difficulties in the 
classification of special types of fraud: the fraud associated with the intentional default on 
contractual obligations, associated with using payment cards, as well as when receiving 
payments and in the areas of entrepreneurial activity, insurance crediting, computer 
information. 
Keywords: judicial practice; special types of fraud; fraud associated with intentional default on 
contractual obligations in the area of entrepreneurial activity; fraud in the area of crediting; 
entitlement fraud; fraud by means of payment cards; fraud in the insurance industry; fraud in 
the area of computer information. 
 


