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DISCUSSION PLATFORM 

 

Toward adjusting the criminal procedural mechanism to digital reality 

Svetlana V. Vlasova – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Professor in the Department of 

Criminal Procedure at Nizhny Novgorod Academy of the MIA of Russia. 

 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

 

Genesis and development of dispositive principles in the criminal procedure of Russia 

Aleksey Yu. Afanasyev – PhD in Law, Lecturer in the Department of Criminalistics at Nizhny 

Novgorod Academy of the MIA of Russia. 

This article analyzes the manifestations of dispositive principles in the Russian criminal 

procedure. It is found that the genesis and development of disposability is directly associated 

with the state of the criminal procedural legislation which, depending on the specific historical 

stage, contains various levels of freedom of disposal of the rights of subjects of dispositivity. 

Over the recent decade a tendency is observed of prevailing of dispositive principles over 

imperative principles, sometimes the question is that of an excessive amount which results in 

various adverse consequences – abuse, corruption, arbitrary behavior. 

Keywords: dispositivity; private principle; discretion; criminal procedure; accusation; 

preliminary investigation. 

 

General rules of conduct of investigatory action 

Aleksandr V. Grinenko – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Professor in the Department of Criminal 

Law, Criminal Procedure and Criminalistics of the International Law Faculty at Moscow State 

Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of Russia. 

The article considers general rules whose observance secures the proper procedure for the 

conduct of investigative actions. Particular attention is paid to securing the rights and legitimate 

interests of the persons participating in the investigative actions. The relationship between the 

general rules for the conduct of investigative actions and other provisions of the criminal 

procedural legislation has been traced. 

Keywords: criminal case; preliminary investigation; investigator; inquirer; investigative action; 

the rights of the individual in criminal proceedings. 

 

Notes to discussions on principles of criminal procedural law and criminal procedure 

Igor A. Zinchenko – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Legal Disciplines at 

the Kaliningrad branch of the International University (in Moscow). 

In the science of the criminal procedure, discussions on the concept, content and system of 

principles of the criminal procedure continue unabated. The liberated thought of scientists gives 

rise to proliferate discoveries. It is possible to say with certainty only one thing: that the 

dogmatic approach is dominant in the Russian theory. The presented notes suggest thinking 

about its imperfection. Diminution of doctrinal concepts about the nature of the principles 

impoverishes the knowledge of real legal phenomena. Regarding the procedural branches of law 

and legal science, they have two groups of interrelated and interdependent principles – the 

principles of the branch of law and the principles of the type of state activity. Their unity and 

consistency can be fruitful. 

Keywords: principles of law; principles of criminal procedure law; principles of criminal judicial 

procedure as a form of state activity. 

 



Evidence and fiction in the criminal procedure 

Denis V. Zotov – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Head of the Department of the Organization 

of Judicial Authority and Law Enforcement Activity at Voronezh State University. 

The author studies the issues of regulation of criminal procedural proving by means of the 

technique of legal fiction. Fiction is regarded as a special means of proving. By means of 

examples of separate fictious provisions, the identification of the relevance, admissibility and 

reliability of evidence is shown. 

Keywords: proving; cognition; means of proving; evidence; fiction; reliability; relevance; 

acceptability 

 

Modern problems of legislative regulation of preliminary criminal case hearing 

Roman V. Kostenko – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Professor in the Department of Criminal 

Procedure at Kuban State University. 

The article deals with current issues of modern criminal procedural regulation of preliminary 

hearing in criminal cases. 

Keywords: preparation of criminal case for court trial; preliminary hearing in criminal cases; 

grounds for preliminary hearing; procedures for preliminary hearing; decisions made on the basis 

of the preliminary hearing. 

 

Non-traditional (non-procedural) forms of use of special knowledge in criminal 

proceedings of Russia 

Vadim S. Latypov – PhD in Law, Deputy Head of the Department of Criminal Procedure at Ufa 

Law Institute of the MIA of Russia. 

The current issues of the procedure for engaging persons with extrasensory capabilities and 

determining their competence are considered; and legal possibility of their participation in the 

criminal case are considered. 

Keywords: special knowledge; knowledgeable persons; specialist; expert; extrasensory 

perception expert; witness; criminal process. 

 

Current issues of providing the right to protection in checking the causes for initiation of 

criminal case 

Nikolay A. Loginov– PhD Student in the Department of Criminal Law Disciplines at Vladimir 

State University named after Aleksandr Grigorievich and Nikolay Grigorievich Stoletovs. 

The article discusses current issues of ensuring the right to defense in case of the verification of 

the causes for initiation of a criminal case. The author considers the debatable issues associated 

with the implementation of the right to defense in the verification of the causes for initiation of a 

criminal case, with account taken of the analysis of investigative and judicial practice. The 

conclusion is substantiated that the right to defense must be implemented by the participants in 

criminal proceedings starting the time of the verification of the report on the committed crime or 

imminent crime. Only then, the right of every person to defend his/her rights and legitimate 

interests will be appropriately guaranteed by all means not prohibited by law and stipulated by 

Article 45 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation. 

Keywords: causes for institution of criminal case; statement of a crime; person in whose respect 

the question of initiation of a criminal case is settled; applicant; investigative authority; 

investigator; inquirer. 

 

«Detection of crime» and «investigation of crime»: relationship of the concepts in the 

context of modern criminal procedure 

Viktor Yu. Miller – Head of the convoy of a separate battalion of guards and convoying 

suspects and defendants in the Department of the MIA of Russia at Nizhny Novgorod. 

In view of the decrease in the effectiveness of the modern criminal procedural system, the 

question of its reform is becoming more relevant. However, this is hampered by the investigative 

conceptual and language framework. The author of the article uses the method of linguistic 



analysis to overcome the investigative tradition and investigative stereotypes associated with 

understanding the operation of the mechanism for the application of criminal legislation. The 

notion of «detecting and investigating a crime» has become the subject matter of critical 

analysis. The notion is inextricably linked to the investigative model of law enforcement where 

the preliminary investigation authority plays a dominant role. The author comes to a conclusion 

that the preliminary investigation authority carries out preliminary investigation and prosecution 

of the accused, and that the prosecutor must present the accusation in court. The crime is solved 

during the adversarial trial. If the court confirms the legality of the accusation with a guilty 

verdict then it charges the convicted person with a criminal offense. 

Keywords: crime detection; investigation; criminal liability; investigative model of the criminal 

process. 

 

Conscience a fiction of the criminal procedure 

Nadezhda K. Panko – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Associate Professor in the Department 

of Criminal Procedure at Voronezh State University. 

The article deals with the concept of legal fiction and its types. An attempt is made to understand 

what conscience is as a category of the vital activity of the individual, society and as a concept of 

the criminal procedure that the legislator bases the principle of freedom of assessment of 

evidence on. The correlation between the concepts «fiction» and «conscience» is analyzed. The 

conducted research allows drawing a conclusion that in the criminal procedure, conscience is a 

fiction as a tool for assessing evidence. 

Keywords: criminal trial; legal fiction; evaluation of evidence in a criminal case; conscience. 

 

Termination of the criminal case for non-rehabilitating causes: conviction of the person left 

in suspicion or, how compliance with the principle of the presumption of incidence can be 

complied with 

Aleksandr V. Pobedkin – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Professor in the Department of 

Management of Crime Investigation Bodies and Units at the Academy of Management of the 

MIA of Russia. 

The article again raises the issue of compliance of termination of the criminal case for non-

rehabilitating causes with the principle of the presumption of innocence of the termination of the 

criminal case on non-rehabilitating grounds, which issue has aggravated in connection with the 

emerging possibility of applying a criminal legal measure in the form of a judicial penalty. The 

legislation currently in effect and the legal position of the Constitutional Court of the Russian 

Federation, which do not fit currently into the content of the principle of the presumption of 

innocence, are critically assessed. It is alleged that attempts to envisage responsibility for a 

criminal misdemeanor offense are due to the legislator's understanding of this circumstance. 

A version of ensuring the observance of the principle of the presumption of innocence is 

proposed. 

Keywords: termination of criminal cases for non-rehabilitating grounds; leaving in suspicion; 

presumption of innocence; judicial fine; criminal offense. 

 

On the unity of procedural content and forensic patterns in detection of evidence 

Vladimir A. Sementsov – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Professor in the Department of Criminal 

Procedure of Law Faculty at Kuban State University. 

It is substantiated that the process of proving is an object of investigation of criminal procedure 

and forensic science, and that the essence of collecting evidence as the first element of proving is 

in the procedural actions aimed at finding, obtaining and procedurally fixing the evidence, with 

account taken of the forensic patterns of trace formation, and their reflection in objective reality. 

It is argued that the achievement of an effective result in the discovery of future evidence is 

possible only in the unity of the criminal procedural content and forensic patterns. 

Keywords: criminal procedure; forensic science; proving; collection and discovery of evidence; 

patterns. 



 

Obtaining and use of evidentiary information at the stage of initiation of criminal case 

Aleksandr B. Solovyev – Doctor of Laws, Professor. 

In recent years, due to a number of important decisions made by the Russian lawmakers, the 

problems associated with the stage of initiation of criminal case have acquired particular 

urgency. In this regard, the most significant of them were due to the Federal Law of No. 23-FZ 

dated 4 March 2013, «On Amending Articles 62 and 303 of the Criminal Code of the Russian 

Federation and, the Criminal Procedural Code of the Russian Federation», by which the 

authorized bodies have been entitled with additional rights in conduct of a number of 

investigative actions for the purpose of obtaining and using important evidentiary information at 

this stage. By this, the emphasis in the proving has been shifted to the stage of the initiation of 

criminal case, whose border with the investigation stage has turned out to be blurred. Among 

some practitioners and researchers, the idea of excluding the stage of institution of criminal 

proceedings from the Russian criminal procedural legislation is supported. The resulting sort of 

stalemate in this connection requires, in the author's view, a radical legislative solution. 

Unfortunately, the lawmakers do not make efforts in this direction. The article provides 

arguments and justifies the need to preserve the stage of institution of criminal case by means of 

reducing certain powers of law enforcement authorities to conduct investigative actions and 

maintaining parity between pre-trial stages of criminal proceedings. 

Keywords: criminal proceedings; criminal procedural stage; stage of initiation of criminal case; 

verification activities; investigation of crimes; criminal procedural proving; investigative actions. 

 

On improvement of procedural rules regulating the timeframes for detention and the 

procedure for their extension 

Victor A. Shestak – Doctor of Laws, Associate Professor, Professor in the Department of 

Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure and Criminalistics at Moscow State Institute (University) of 

International Relations of the MFA of Russia. 

The article examines the reasons for the introduction, in October 2017, and the contents of the 

changes proposed by the highest judicial instance of the country to the criminal procedural 

legislation concerning the timeframes of detention of the suspect (the accused), the procedure for 

their extension and the consideration of the corresponding petitions of law enforcement officials 

by the courts. 

Keywords: court; timeframe for detention; procedure for extension of the timeframe for 

detention; consideration of applications for the extension of the timeframe of detention by courts; 

the suspect of (the accused in) committal of a crime in the sphere of entrepreneurial and other 

economic activity. 

 

CRIMINALISTICS 

 

Brief overview of the contemporary state of foreign forensic science 

Aleksey A. Bessonov – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal Law 

Disciplines at Saratov State Law Academy (Astrakhan branch), First Deputy Head of the 

Investigative Department of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation in the 

Republic of Kalmykia. 

Forensic science in different countries has different scientific status, its definition, system, 

subject matter of its research and its content are different. Forensic science is approached as an 

independent science, a division of other sciences, a method of investigation or a practical 

activity. At the same time, foreign forensic science contains many advanced achievements that 

make it possible to investigate crimes effectively. The study of foreign forensic science and of 

the experience of its application has important scientific and methodological significance for the 

further development of Russian forensic science and for mastering its training course. However, 

Russia has no comprehensive studies of this issue at present. In this connection, the article has 

attempted to consider, as completely as possible, the views of foreign scientists on forensic 



science on the basis of an analysis of their scientific publications. The author also draws 

conclusions about the main features of foreign forensic science. 

Keywords: foreign forensic science; forensic science; science of investigation of crimes; police 

science; judicial science. 

 

Basic concepts of the forensic theory of causality, their relationships and methodological 

purpose 

Mikhail E. Ignatyev – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics at 

Lomonosov Moscow State University.  

The article considers current issues associated with the forensic theory of causality, attention is 

drawn to the fact that an important aspect of the successful development of any theory and the 

forensic theory of causality, in particular, is its conceptual and terminological framework that 

provides explanation and substantiation of its main theoretical provisions, discloses the basic 

concepts of the theory and presents their relationships and methodological purpose. 

Keywords: forensic science; forensic theory of causality; causality concept; concept of cause-

and-effect relations. 

 

Human personality identification on grounds of appearance in case of investigation of mass 

riots 

Nikolay N. Ilyin – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics at the 

Academy of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation. 

The article discusses theoretical and practical issues of using elements of a person's appearance 

during forensic identification of a person in case of investigation of mass riots. On the basis of 

expert-, investigative and judicial practice, a conclusion is made that it is advisable to include the 

commissioning and conduct of forensic portrait expert review on the basis of video images into 

the initial stage of the investigation of mass riots, since by means of such expert review it is 

possible to identify a specific person, which is ultimately necessary for the identification of 

personality of the criminal. 

Keywords: video images; external appearance of a person; mass riots; signs of appearance; 

investigation of crimes; forensic portrait expert review; identification of person. 

 

Content of the subject matter of the forensic methodology of support of public prosecution 

in criminal procedures 

Sergey L. Kislenko – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics at 

Saratov State Law Academy. 

The article considers theoretical issues of the forensic methodology for supporting public 

prosecution. The author's vision of the subject matter and content of this methodology are given. 

The necessity of using a differentiated approach to the development of methodological 

recommendations reflecting the specific features of the prosecutor's activity in supporting the 

prosecution is substantiated, both for different categories of cases and for criminal cases on 

certain types of crime. Elements of the subject matter of the methodology of support of the 

public prosecution and their informative content are considered. 

Keywords: support of public prosecution; forensic methodology; method of supporting public 

prosecution. 

 

Specific features of mechanism of trace formation for use of crypto-currencies in case of 

application of additional methods of anonymization 

Elvira S. Markaryan – PhD Candidate in the Department of Criminalistics at Voronezh State 

University. 

The article considers cases of application, by users, of additional means of anonymization during 

operations involving crypto-currencies. Particular attention is paid to the specific features of the 

mechanism of trace formation in such cases. This paper considers the specific features of the 

functioning and detection of characteristic traces of the work of the «thin» wallet Electrum, 



because many crypto-currency holders, as well as websites offering to raise the anonymity of 

operations involving crypto-currencies, advise to make operations in this particular wallet. 

Keywords: crypto-currency; mechanism of trace formation; bitcoin; bitcoin-wallet; bitcoin-

mixer; Electrum; IP address; TOR. 

 

Classification of methods of committal of theft in the sphere of information technologies 

Oksana A. Savchenko – PhD Student in the Department of Criminal Procedural Law and 

Criminalistics at All-Russian State University of Justice. 

On the basis of the results of the study conducted on materials of judicial practice, the article 

identifies the patterns characterizing the method of committal of theft; on the basis of their 

description, the concept and the characteristic of the method of theft in the sphere of information 

technology are formulated, and a classification of these methods is proposed. 

Keywords: information technologies; investigation of crimes; theft in the sphere of information 

technology; way of committal of a crime. 

 

Basic provisions of forensic methodology for investigation of adventitious crimes 

Elena I. Foigel – PhD in Law, Associate Professor, Head of the Department of Criminal 

Procedure and Criminalistics at Irkutsk Institute (branch) of the All-Russian State University of 

Justice. 

The article is devoted to the substantiation of the separation of a private forensic methodology 

for the investigation of adventitious crimes. The concepts of «foreign citizen», «migrant», and a 

member of an ethnic criminal group are analyzed. It is noted that as these terms do not suit as the 

key concept denoting the main criterion for the formation of a private forensic methodology 

because they reflect primarily administrative legal, criminal procedural or forensic meaning. It is 

suggested to use the term «advenial» (adventitious person) and, accordingly, «adventitious 

crimes». The definition of the forensic methodology for the investigation of adventitious crimes 

is formed, and its goals and tasks are indicated. The main areas for development of forensic 

methodology of investigation of adventitious crimes are determined. 

Keywords: adventitious crimes; investigation of crimes committed by foreigners; ethnic factor; 

private forensic technique. 

 

Forensic characterization and its significance for forming the methodologies of 

investigation of corruption crimes 

Aleksandr M. Khlus – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminalistics at 

Belarusian State University. 

The article analyzes the development of the doctrine of the forensic characterization of crimes. It 

Its role for forensic science and its importance for the practice of investigating crimes are shown. 

The author draws attention to the forensic characterization as an insufficiently effective abstract 

information model of crimes. Understanding, by scientists, of a low level of its practical 

significance has determined the need for knowledge of crimes on a different basis. As another 

information model of crimes, it is suggested to consider the material elements of their forensic 

structure. In the author's opinion, for the formation of private investigation techniques, including 

those for corruption crimes, it is necessary to use knowledge about the forensic characterization 

and elements of the material structure of crimes as well. 

Keywords: forensic characterization of crimes; information model of crimes; forensic (material) 

structure of crimes; corruption crimes; methodology of investigation of crimes. 

 

Evidential significance of the identification of the geographical position of water biological 

resources in case of investigation of crimes in the sphere of their illegal circulation: 

experience of Spain 

Artur G. Kholevchuk – PhD in Law, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Humanitarian 

Disciplines at Kuban State University (Novorossiysk branch). 



Andrey V. Uvarov – 2nd year student of the Law Faculty at Kuban State University 

(Novorossiysk branch). 

The method of identification of the geographical origin of salmon is considered in the article. Its 

authors state that the genetic examination of salmon DNA makes it possible to differentiate its 

species on the basis of the identification of its habitat (salmon samples caught in four rivers have 

been used in the experiment). The methodology helps to identify the way of committal of fraud 

in the sphere of seafood circulation, and the results of the forensic genetic tests of salmon DNA 

become significant evidence in the case. 

Keywords: fish; salmon; genetic expert review; DNA; foreign experience. 

 

Forensic support for criminal proceedings in the context of modern scientific research 

Anna E. Khorosheva – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal 

Procedure and Criminalistics at Altai State University. 

Forensic support for the court proceedings is a scientific field that is undeniably, if not new, then 

at the initial stage of its development. Discussions about its viability are gradually giving way to 

more pragmatic questions about the place and role of forensic support for the criminal 

proceedings within the structure of forensic science, its details and its elemental content, as well 

as the practical significance and relevance, etc. In this article, the author attempts to answer at 

least some of the questions set and has concluded that the prospect of development of forensic 

support of the criminal proceedings depends directly on the comprehensive application of the 

main methodological approaches which include system-activity-related approach, information 

approach and situational approach. 

Keywords: subject matter of forensic science; court proceedings; forensic activity; modeling. 

  

FORENSIC EXAMINATION 

 

Forensic investigation of falsifications of historical documents: a case from expert practice 

Leonid V. Bachurin – Lecturer in the Department of Technical and Forensic Support of Expert 

Research at Moscow University of the MIA of Russia named after V.Ya. Kikot. 

Aleksandr V. Efimenko – PhD in Law, Head of the Department of Documents Researching at 

Moscow University of the MIA of Russia named after V.Ya. Kikot. 

The article contains a fragment of the conclusion of a specialist on the basis of the findings of a 

study of falsified historical documents: telegrams and memorandums with signatures, executed 

on behalf of the leadership and top command staff of the USSR Armed Forces. 

Keywords: forensic investigation; historical documents. 

 

Varieties of protection methods for signatures from forgery, applicable in world signature 

practice 

Peter M. Koshmanov – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Documents 

Researching of the Educational and Scientific Complex of Judicial Examination at Volgograd 

Academy of the MIA of Russia. 

Mikhail P. Koshmanov – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the Department of Documents 

Researching of the Educational and Scientific Complex of Judicial Examination at Volgograd 

Academy of the MIA of Russia. 

Vladimir G. Komnatin – Forensic Expert at LLC «Centre for Legal Decisions «Sovetnik». 

The list of methods of protecting signatures from forgery, presented in the Russian forensic 

literature, is very limited and, moreover, is not very good in terms of originality. In order to 

expand the list of ways to protect signatures from forgery, the authors have conducted a long-

term experimental research on the study of similar methods used in world signature practice. On 

the basis of the study of more than 800 signatures made by representatives of 39 countries, it was 

possible to identify new ways of protecting signatures from forgery, not known to Russian 

signature practice. The article provides systematization of these methods of protecting signatures 

from forgery by means of imitation of the original, gives a description of their content with 



simultaneous illustration of each of them. The data obtained as a result of the experimental 

research will undoubtedly prove useful to specialists in the field of judicial graphology since 

they contain new information that extends the amount of knowledge about signature as an object 

of forensic handwriting examination. At the same time, information of this nature will be of 

interest and useful for the majority of Russian citizens as well, first of all, for those of them the 

subject matter of whose work activities is official documents. 

Keywords: identification information capacity; document details; ways to protect signatures 

against forgery; world signature practice; combating signature forgery. 

 

Specific features of application of Interpol International guide in identification of the 

persons dead in natural disasters and catastrophes with massive human victims 

Sergey V. Shigeev – Doctor of Medical Sciences, Head of the Bureau of Forensic Medical 

Examination of the Ministry of Health Care of the Russian Federation. 

Vadim A. Fetisov – Doctor of Medical Sciences, Head of the Scientific and Organizational 

Department at Russian Federal Centre of Forensic Medical Expertise» of the Ministry of Health 

Care of the Russian Federation. 

Andrey A. Gusarov – Doctor of Medical Sciences, Head of the Department of Forensic Science 

of Material Evidence at the Bureau of Forensic Medical Examination of the Ministry of Health 

Care of the Russian Federation. 

Lilia R. Kumykova – Forensic Expert in the Department of Commission Expertise at the 

Bureau of Forensic Medical Examination of the Ministry of Health Care of the Russian 

Federation. 

Identification of victims of massive catastrophes or natural disasters is a complex and 

complicated task facing specialists of different levels and specialties. Long-term experience 

accumulated by the international community in the identification of victims of massive 

catastrophes or natural disasters is taken into account by Interpol in forming the current version 

of the Disaster Victim Identification Guide (2014). This document can be used as a reference 

tool for the creation of own specialized units in individual countries and for managing this work 

in the countries not having their own potential in this field. The Guidelines allow each Interpol 

member country not only to plan or create, but also to improve (review) the adopted standards, 

thereby contributing to the overall effectiveness and reinforcement of international cooperation. 

Keywords: Disaster Victim Identification Guide (Interpol DVI Manual); international standards; 

natural disasters; catastrophes; identification of person. 

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 

 

 On the terms and conditions of obtaining computer information in operative and search 

activities 

Aleksandr S. Aleksanin – Lecturer of the Department of Theory of Law and Comparative Law 

at Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of Russia. 

This article analyzes the statutory terms and conditions for obtaining computer information and 

considers problematic and controversial issues of the conditions for carrying out operative search 

activities. 

Keywords: operative search science, operative search measures, obtaining computer information. 

 

Operative search interest and criminal law 

Victor N. Borkov – Doctor of Laws, Associate Professor, Head of the Department of Criminal 

Law at Omsk Academy of the MIA of Russia. 

The article contains critical assessment of the proposals for supplementing the criminal law with 

such circumstance, ruling out the criminality of an act, as committal of a crime in the course of 

operative search activity. The conceptual sign of the circumstances listed in Chapter 8 of the 

Criminal Code of the Russian Federation is a situation in which the actions of a person are a 

responsible reaction to a socially dangerous assault already being committed, its real threat or 



another danger if it cannot be prevented by other means, not associated with causing harm. The 

article justifies inexpediency of granting to operative employees the right to commit crimes only 

to strengthen their influence in the criminal environment and to increase intelligence capabilities. 

For the settlement of the exceptional situations that arise in the sphere of the covert fight against 

crime, the author proposes to supplement Chapter 11 of the Criminal Code of the Russian 

Federation with a rule providing for a possibility of exemption from criminal responsibility in 

connection with participation in the operative search activity. 

Keywords: crime; a circumstance excluding the criminality of an act; operative search activity; 

operational infiltration; composition of lawful infliction of harm; exemption from criminal 

liability. 

 

Problem of legal regulation of operative search activity in documenting crimes committed 

by transnational and criminal communities in the field of illicit turnover of aquatic 

biological resources 

Larisa V. Mikhailova – PhD in Law, Associate Professor in the department of operative search 

activity of enforcement bodies at the Far Eastern Law Institute of the MIA of Russia. 

In order to combat transnational criminal communities involved in illicit turnover of aquatic 

biological resources, the issue of carrying out operative search activities beyond the Russian 

Federation arises increasingly frequently, but is it possible? The article considers the provisions 

of the Federal Law «On Operative Search Activities» and certain international treaties governing 

issues of the implementation of operative search activities beyond the Russian Federation. 

Keywords: transnational communities; operative search activities; operation of law in space; 

international treaties; illicit turnover of aquatic biological resources. 

 

Category «special technical device» in operative search activities: the modern view 

Aleksandr N. Pershin – Doctor of Laws, Associate Professor, Head of the Department of 

Criminalistics at Omsk Academy of the MIA of Russia. 

The article analyzes the regulation of special technical devices in the regulatory legal acts of the 

Russian Federation, as well as the development of computer equipment and its use in obtaining 

confidential information. The author comes to the conclusion that by the special technical device 

the current legislation means tools, devices or systems that have external signs of structure, that 

are directly perceived by a human through the organs of his/her senses (visual and tactile 

organs), and that are used for obtaining information covertly. However, the subjects of operative 

search activities and civilians use computer programs, in addition to special technical devices, 

for covertly obtaining information. In this connection, the author proposes to include in the Law 

the notion of a «special computer program» and, the creation of a mechanism for control over the 

creation and use of such programs. 

Keywords: special technical device; operative search activity; special computer program; the 

Internet; covert obtaining of information. 

 

Right of person for receiving information on operative search activities in his/her own 

respect: theory and practice of exercise, comparative legal analysis and perspectives of 

improvement 

Vasily V. Semenchuk – PhD in Economic Science, Associate Professor in the Department of 

Operational Search Activity of Internal Affairs Agencies at the Far Eastern Law Institute of the 

MIA of Russia. 

The article considers the issues of legal regulation and exercise of the right under consideration. 

The author states that the terms and conditions for its exercise are substantially limited. The 

judicial authorities are primarily disposed to refuse providing information about the operative 

search activities. At the same time, the world practice possesses more flexible approaches to 

provision of information about the operative search activities, which help to meet a balance 

between the non-transparency of this activity and the need to respect the rights of citizens. On 



the basis of the analysis carried out by the author, proposals are made for improving the 

regulation of the right under consideration. 

Keywords: right to information; operative search activity; covert character; rights and freedoms 

of individuals; judicial control. 

 

Contents and specific features of the tactical and psychological characteristics of operative 

search activity 

Evgeny E. Tsentrov – Doctor of Laws, Professor, Professor in the Department of Criminalistics 

at Lomonosov Moscow State University.  

The article considers elements of the tactical and psychological characteristics of operative 

search activity which are predetermined by the regularities inherent in the criminal environment. 

Recommendations are given that are to be taken into account when making decisions within the 

framework of conduct of operative search activities. 

Keywords: operative search activity; operative situation; tactical risk; decision-making in a 

conflict situation. 

 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW AND JUSTICE 

 

International legal framework for activities to combat doping in sport 

Fatima A. Galeeva – PhD Student in the Department of Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure and 

Criminalistics at Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of 

Russia. 

The article is devoted to the issues of international legal regulation of the combat doping in 

sports. The author studies the history of international legal suppression of doping and examines 

the main international legal acts governing anti-doping regulation in the order of their adoption; 

the author gives their characteristics and their comparative survey. 

Keywords: doping; anti-doping regulation; World Anti-Doping Code; international sports law. 

 

Functions of prosecutor in implementation of international cooperation in the field of 

criminal proceedings 

Kirill K. Klevtsov – PhD in Law, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Criminal Procedure at 

Moscow Academy of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation. 

Sergey P. Shcherba – Doctor of Laws, Head of the Section for International Cooperation and 

Comparative Law at the Research Institute of the Academy of the Prosecutor General’s Office of 

the Russian Federation. 

The article considers current issues of implementation, by the public prosecutor, of the functions 

of criminal prosecution and supervision of legitimacy in the course of international cooperation 

in the sphere of criminal proceedings, in particular, the authors show the ratio between the 

supervisory function with the function of criminal prosecution in this sphere of activity and, 

consequently, the authors state the conclusion of theoretical character on the issue under 

consideration. 

Keywords: public prosecutor; procedural functions; criminal prosecution; supervision of the 

enforcement of laws; international cooperation in the sphere of criminal proceedings; extradition; 

mutual legal assistance in criminal cases; transfer of criminal prosecution (legal proceedings). 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH 

 

Judicial practice in respect of crimes in the sphere of illicit trafficking of drugs, committed 

by means of the use of crypto-currencies: from different approaches to a proposal of 
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Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of Russia. 

Over recent years, the arsenal of criminals has been supplemented with a new tool which, on the 

one hand, has helped to significantly increase the anonymity and safety of the organizers of 

committal of crimes, while on the other hand, has complicated the law enforcement activities 

aimed at their detection, disclosure and investigation. The question is that of the use of crypto-

currencies, in particular, the best known among them, Bitcoin. The article continues a series of 

materials [2, pp. 281–299] on the results of a study conducted by the authors in respect of 

judicial practice in cases of crimes committed by organizers and participants in criminal 

communities (criminal organizations) in the sphere of illicit drug trafficking using the 

information and telecommunication network Internet and crypto-currencies. 

Keywords: crypto-currency; Bitcoin; criminal community (criminal organization); illicit drug 
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judicial practice; legalization (laundering) of cash funds and property obtained by criminal 
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proceedings at Kazan Law Institute (branch) of the Academy of the Prosecutor General’s Office 

of the Russian Federation. 

The article covers the issue of the application of special rules for the imposition of punishment 

given mitigating circumstances. Particular attention is paid to the degree of influence of the 

voluntary surrender on the choice of the measure and type of punishment. The author has 

analyzed judicial practice and identified a number of problems that arise in law enforcement 

activities. The absence of a unified approach to the examination of voluntary surrender in the 

courts of common jurisdiction results in contradictory judgments and to excessive judicial 

discretion, which is confirmed by specific examples. Other remaining disputable questions 

include the presence of the defender when writing the voluntary surrender and the need for its 

registration by means of a separate procedural document. The author suggests ways to solve the 

identified problems. 
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The article examines the specific features of fixing, in the law of the USA, of the institution of 

forfeiture of cash funds held on accounts with foreign financial organizations. Data on sources of 

legal regulation of criminal and civil forfeiture, procedural features of their implementation, and 

standards of proving for forfeiture cases are given. 

Keywords: confiscation; criminal forfeiture; civil forfeiture; standards of proving; the USA. 

 

Foundations of juvenile criminal procedure of Switzerland. Part II 

Aleksandr A. Trefilov – PhD in Law, Senior Researcher in the Department of Criminal 

Legislation and Judicial Organization of Foreign States, at the Institute of Legislation and 

Comparative Law under the Government of the Russian Federation. 



The article considers modern juvenile criminal proceedings in Switzerland. The most significant 

features of pre-trial proceedings and legal proceedings in the court of first instance are identified. 

Comparative legal analysis of justice in criminal cases in respect of minors in Russia and 

Switzerland is carried out; recommendations are formulated to improve the Russian legislation in 

this area. 
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Expert in Forensic Division of Criminalistics Directorate at the Main Investigation Department 

of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation in Saint-Petersburg. 

The article gives the procedures for effective organization of the process of commissioning and 

conduct forensic genetic expert reviews. The experience cited on the application of the approach 

described emphasizes the effectiveness of its implementation in the conditions of forensic expert 

reviews of this type using own expert forces of the Investigative Committee of the Russian 

Federation. On the basis of the proposed model of work, the advantages of a comprehensive 

understanding of judicial and investigative problems whose solution requires the application of a 

set of special medical and biological knowledge are convincingly substantiated. 
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The article is devoted to the investigation of the nascence and dissemination of crime 

investigation planning in Russia. The planning of the investigation, as the scientific basis for the 

forthcoming activity of the investigator (inquirer), its technique and principles were laid down in 

the 1920s. Addressing the origins of planning as an organizational and management method for 

activity in crime investigation helps to better understand the essence of the planning process of 

the said type of activity and, therefore, ultimately, to effectively investigate criminal cases. The 

author concludes that the nascence of planning of the investigation of criminal cases was an 

important stage in the development of the scientific organization of the investigator's work; it 

was new and original in the activity of crime investigation. 
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The monograph «Operative search activity and military security» is reviewed. The reviewers 

come to the conclusion about the fundamental nature of this book for the operative search 

activity, about the breadth of the problems posed, and about its importance for theory and 

practice. For the first time, it is argued that the operative search activity is military science rather 

than a legal science. 
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